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plan has been finally fixed upon and  is in use at
the present day.
In every subject, except English Composition and
Mathematics, 20 per cent of the maximum in the
subject is deducted from the mark given to the can-
didate at the examination, and then the mark remain-
ing is increased by 25 per cent of itself to obtain the
actual credit allowed to him. Thus if the official
mark of the candidate is the maximum, he is credited
with the whole of it, because the diminution of 20
per cent reduces his mark to 80 per cent, and the
addition of 25 per cent of this brings the mark
up to the maximum again. If, on the other hand,
the original mark is 20 or below, he receives no
credit at all; and for marks between 20 and 100
the deduction is in inverse proportion to the size of
the mark. No such deduction is made in Mathe-
matics, because it is believed that in Mathematics no
man can be a mere smatterer. Why it is not made in
English Composition I do not know. The system
appears to be effectual in discarding broad but super-
ficial study. In 1898, for example, we find that the
successful candidates offered on the average nine and
two-thirds subjects out of a possible twenty-three;1
and even this number is in reality smaller than it ap-
pears, for some of the subjects are merely different
parts of the same field of study, and are generally
1 The Civil Service Commissioners publish every year, after the
examination, copies of all the examination papers and a list of the
marks obtained by every candidate in each subject.